
C.S. Lewis, the British writer and Christian author, wrote a 
book called Miracles.  In that book he referred to the Incar-
nation, that is, God becoming human, as the ñgrandò miracle 
of God.  The greatest miracle performed, in his mind, was 
God becoming human.  Without the Incarnation, there would 
be no teachings of Jesus, there would be no miracles of Je-
sus, and no way for us to know the love of God as demon-
strated in the perfectly obedient life of Jesus.  Without the 
Incarnation there would be no revelation of the ñWord be-
came flesh,ò and we would never have been able to know the 
one true likeness of God who dwelt among us as one of us.   
 
Without the Incarnation there would be no atoning death of 
Jesus on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins. Nor would 
there have been a resurrection of Jesus, the definitive act of 
God which conquered sin and death.  It was only with the 
Incarnation of Jesus that Godôs act of redemption for human-
kind could occur.   
 
Think about how extraordinary the incarnation was, that God 
ñemptied himselfò by becoming human and taking on all the 
characteristics of what that entails (Philippians 2).  When 
Jesus labored in his fatherôs carpenter shop, his muscles 
ached at the end of the day, just as others who labored and 
were exhausted by it.  When Jesus fell and scraped his knee 
on the hard surface, his knee stung with pain, just as it did for 
others who fell and scraped their knees.  He was in every 
respect human and also divine, and that is a claim which no 
other religion of the world can make or has made: ñThe 
Word became flesh and lived among usò (John 1:14).   
 
Each year we approach this holiday anticipating the many 
traditions we have associated with it, and it is good to em-
brace them ï time with family, time to celebrate and take a 
break from the responsibilities which consume much of our 
lives.  Yet, we can never forget the pivotal meaning of Incar-
nation means for the Christian Community.  Now is the time 
to remember and consider all the implications of it, that yes, 
this is the grand miracle! 

                                      See you in church, 

                                                       Pastor Peter 

Pastorôs Pen 
WORSHIP FOR DECEMBER: 
 

DECEMBER 5:   

This Second Sunday of Advent we will 
look at I Thessalonians 5:1-12.   
Here the Apostle Paul talks about the 
anticipation of Christôs Second Coming.   
Paulôs readers are asking about when 
that coming was going to occur.   
The message is called,  
ñAre We There Yet?ò  
We will be celebrating the Sacrament  
of the Lordôs Supper that day.   

 
DECEMBER 12:  

This Third Sunday of Advent we will 
welcome Rev. Charlie Hurst, the Pastor 
of the North Presbyterian Church in 
Cleveland, a church which Northfield 
has established as a mission partner. 
Pastor Peter and he are switching  
pulpits that day.     

 
DECEMBER 19:   

The Fourth Sunday of Advent the choir 
will be providing their Christmas 
presentation.   

 
DECEMBER 24:  

Our Christmas Eve Service will be a 
Service of Lessons and Carols and  
Candlelight, concluding with the singing 
of Silent Night.  The message will be 
called ñQuestionable Timing,ò reflecting 
on how the timing of Jesusôs birth was a 
difficult one for his parents.   
The service begins at 7:00 pm.  

 
DECEMBER 26:  

The message on this First Sunday After 
Christmas is called ñWrong Sounds  
of Christmas.ò   
Most of the sounds associated with 
Christmas are joyful, but the sounds 
described in Matthew 2:1-6, 13-18  
are decidedly not.     
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SYMPATHY: We extend our sympathy and prayers to the family of Maribelle Rudin.  
She died peacefully on Saturday, November 27.  
May the hope and peace of the Advent season sustain them in their time of loss. 

FROM THE SESSION 
 
The session met for its stated meeting on Monday, November 8, at 7:00 p.m.   
The meeting was conducted in person at the Northfield Church.  Session actions/discussion included: 
 

1. Mission and Evangelism Committee: Chairperson Karyl Neubauer made the recommendation to enter into  
a mission partnership with the North Presbyterian Church in Cleveland.  Much of Northôs ministry is to the  
underprivileged people living in the surrounding area.  She also reported that the Thanksgiving distribution of 
food was on schedule to happen on November 20.   
 

2. Property and Finance: Commitment Sunday is November 21.  The stewardship letter will be sent the previous 
week and will explain the unified budget. We now have a gap of approximately $10,000 between income  
received and expenses for the year.  We are hoping that members will help close that gap with their end of the 
year giving.        
    

3. Christian Education: Plans are to resume an Adult Sunday School class beginning the First Sunday of Advent.       
 

4. Worship and Music: Plans are in the works for Advent and Christmas.     

5. Nominating: Chairperson Karyl Neubauer gave an update on the nominations to fill the required slots for  
Session and Deacons and next yearôs Nominating Committee.  These nominations will be presented at the  
special congregational meeting to elect officers on December 5.    
 

6. Session reinforced that there would be no action to revise the in-person worship policy which is in place.  
People are encouraged to wear face coverings and practice social distancing or stay home if they feel their  
health is in any way being compromised.   

   PRAYER CONCERNS: 

John Jackson:  
ongoing health concerns related to a lung ailment 
 

Rich Meyer:  in hospice care  
 

Linda Orlandi:  
Hospitalized, now home 
 

Bernie Bolt: (friend of Chris Fenn), ill with cancer   

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING:  
There will be a special meeting of the congregation 
on Sunday, December 5, immediately following 
the worship service.  The purpose of the meeting is 
to vote on the new slate of officers as presented by 
the Nominating Committee and to vote on the terms 
of call for the pastor.  

ADVENT ADULT STUDY:  
Beginning on  Wednesday, December 1,  
there will be a four-week adult study  
(Dec. 1, 8, 15 and 22) called Incarnation:  
Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas,  
based on the book by that title  
by Adam Hamilton.   
The book is recommended but not required.   
 

There will be an in-person opportunity  
offered at 1:00 pm at the church and a  
zoom option at 7:00 pm.   
 

Please let the pastor know ahead of time if  
you would like him to order the book.   
 

If you are wanting to participate by zoom be sure 
to provide him your email so he can  
send you the link.    

COMING IN JANUARY: 
Sunday, January 2: Ordination and Installation of Church Officers.   
Sunday, January 23: Annual Meeting of the Congregation    



THANK YOU:  

Thank you Northfield Presbyterian Church Members and 
Friends!  Your continuing generosity is helping us provide 
help to so many people in need. 
 
On Saturday Nov 20th Northfield Presbyterian and Victory 
Baptist provided a Holiday Dessert and Speedway Gas card 
to 47 local neighbors in need.  Bibles were also offered and 
20 recipients are now able to read the Word from our Lord 
wherever they call home.  
 
Pastor Peter will be preaching at North Presbyterian Church 
on Sunday Dec 12.   
 
Due to your kind financial gifts we will provide 60 lunches  
to the worshippers of North Church.  We will also provide  
2 new pairs of warm winter socks to each attendee.   
 
These Believers live on the streets or in shelters of an  
impoverished portion of Cleveland.  How better to celebrate 
this Joyous Advent Season than by sharing our bountiful 
blessings with those appreciative people in need of food, 
comfort and our prayers.    
 
The Mission Committee would appreciate a few hands to 
help assemble lunches on Sat 12/11 at 11am.  Anyone inter-
ested in helping, please contact Karyl Neubauer. 
 
Peace and Blessings to all of you! 
The Mission and Evangelism Committee  

Carolyn Glinski 5-Dec 

Amy Williams  9-Dec 

Zach Brooks  10-Dec 

Riley Smith  18-Dec 

Carol Fenn  19-Dec 

Joe Geshke  19-Dec 

Ron Maxhimer 22-Dec

Beth Smith  29-Dec 

Deanna Williams 30-Dec 

Birthdays! 

Just a Reminder: 
Chimes  
rehearsals are  
December 2, 9 and 16  
(to play on 12/19)  
Rehearsal from  
6:30-7:00 pm 

We will be promoting the Christmas Joy Special Offering during Advent.  
This offering supports the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions for the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
as well as educational scholarships for students attending Presbyterian affiliated colleges and seminaries. 
Envelopes for this offering are available on the table in the narthex.   
You may also designate a contribution to this offering on your regular offering envelope.   



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

  1 

 

 

1 pm Adult Study  

7 pm Zoom 

2 

 

 

6:30 pm Chimes 

7:15 pm Choir 

 

8pm AA  

3 

 

 

4 

 

5 

Communion 

9 am Adult S. School 

10:15 am Worship 

Congregational Meeting 

 

12:30 pm VBC Worship 

 

6 

 

 

 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 

9:30 am Daycare Chapel  

 

 

1 pm Adult Study  

7 pm Zoom 

 

 

9 

 

 

 

6:30 pm Chimes 

7:15 pm Choir 

 

8pm AA  

10 

 

11 

12 

9 am Adult S. School 

10:15 am Worship 

11:30 am Deacons 

 

 

12:30 pm VBC Worship 

 

13 

 

 

10 am Womenõs Assoc. 

 

 

7 pm Session 

 

14 

 

 

7 pm Daycare Board 

          

7 pm Community  

  Bible Study (in-person) 

15 

9:30 am Daycare Chapel  

 

1 pm Adult Study  

7 pm Zoom 

 

 

16 

 

 

 

6:30pm Chimes 

7:15pm Choir 

 

8 pm AA  

17 

 

 

 

4 pm Community Meal   

       Food Distribution 

18 

 

 

 

19 

9 am Adult S. School 

10:15 am Worship 

Choir Program 

         & Coffee Hour 

 

 

12:30 pm VBC Worship 
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9:30 am Daycare Chapel  

 

1 pm Adult Study  

7 pm Zoom 

 

 

 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 pm AA  

 

24 

 

 

 

 

7 pm Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service 

 

 

25 

 

Christmas Day 

26 

9 am Adult S. School 

10:15 am Worship 

 
 

12:30 pm VBC Worship 

 

                                

27 

 

 

 

 

28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29 

 

30 

 

 

 

 

8 pm AA  

31 
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Miss Sherryôs class is reading the book Turkey Trouble and as 
Thanksgiving Day approaches, the Turkey nervously makes a se-
ries of costumes, disguising himself in hopes that he can avoid be-
ing served as Thanksgiving dinner.  
Each child took a picture of a turkey and gave them disguises to 
keep their turkey from ending up as dinner! 

At the Daycare: All about the Holidays! 

The disguises from left to right:  
Top row: A leopard, A Unicorn, Herself (with red curly hair), A Flamingo, A Strawberry (!) 
Bottom Row: A Clown, A Sumo Wrestler, A Princess, and another Unicorn 

We are thankful for 
creative teachers: 
The Owls classroom  
created Native American 
�³garments�´��out of brown  
paper grocery bags and 
learned about the  
Native American peoples.  
They cleverly decorated the 
�³garments�´��with the animals 
of the forests they have been 
studying. 


