November 2011

Northfield Presbyterian Church

The Pastor’s Pen

Dear Friends and Church Family,

Rejoice always,

Pray without ceasing,

Give thanks in all circumstances; for this

is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
1 Thess. 5:16-18

In a way that Paul seems to do so effectively
and succinctly, he captures the power of a life surren-
dered to Jesus Christ in these three simple commands.
I want to reflect on them for a few minutes—hopefully
as succinctly as Paul.

One of the greater challenges I have, believe it
or not, is doing our Wednesday morning Day Care
Chapel services. You might be thinking it should be a
breeze telling a story to the little people. Communica-
tion on a good day with adults can be challenging
enough, but when I have to turn the clock back that
many years and get on my mental and spiritual knees to
3-5 year olds eye-to-eye...well...! But I can say this, I
rejoice for the challenge, because for so many years we
really didn’t even have the opportunity to tell the sto-
ries to the children. It is also a joy to watch and see the
way Mr. Z connects with these little shavers with the
songs and helps them meet Jesus.

I rejoice for the weekend we had with Ron
Rand and for between 25 and 30 first-time and renewed
commitments to Jesus Christ that were made that week-
end. And somewhere between 35 and 50 people ex-
pressed their need and desire for prayer for healing. 1
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have reviewed the evaluations you turned in, and Ron’s ma-
terials in order to see where and how we can help people
grow in both faith and daily experiencing God’s presence.

Several members have experienced serious health
issues during September, and they are still in various stages
of recovery. I am thankful to have seen God’s healing
power at work in these people’s lives throughout October
and I pray, as I believe you do, too, for full recovery of each
and every one. Certainly the circumstances vary, but we
have a great Physician to turn to in prayer.

We find ourselves in some challenging circum-
stances right now as well. As you know, we had a budget
for 2011 that included a faith gap of about seventeen thou-
sand dollars. You have been faithful to fulfill your pledges
to the Lord. And we have done our best to keep spending
under control, but as of the end of September income was
eight thousand dollars behind expenses. We have two
months to close the gap. The Session has committed itself
to pray daily for God’s provision. We have also agreed to
present the need to the congregation to seek your prayerful
support in this time of need. It is circumstances like these
that test our faith and our expressions of thanksgiving to the
Lord.

This is the month of November, the month of
Thanksgiving. Therefore, let us remember to Rejoice al-
ways, Pray without ceasing, and to Give thanks in all cir-
cumstances, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for
you.

In His Grip,

Art Helinv

ws - pg.8eward




Thanksgiving Dinner
November 19th - 4:00 p.m.

The Fourth Annual Thanksgiving Dinner will be held the Saturday before Thanksgiving.
The dinner will be a combined celebration for NPC, Victory Baptist Church and our Community
Meal guests.

We will organize the turkey, gravy and mashed potatoes. Some Turkeys are being do-
nated by the Akron/Canton Food Bank and we’ll need volunteers to roast them at home and bring
them in. We may need other Turkeys donated and roasted. We are asking you to bring your fa-
vorite Thanksgiving dish. We’ll need salad/side dishes, pies,or other desserts.
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Please sign up and plan to join in_the‘ celebration. ‘ ' . I
(You may check more than one...Gil will then confirm the turkey donations and roasting with peo-

ple to assure we don’t have too few or too many). I
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I can assist in setting up Saturday morning

I will bring this dish:

I will buy a turkey
I will roast and bring a donated turkey

Name:

Phone:

(This registration sheet available on website)
Number Attending:

g

Missionary Update

Did you know we receive regular newsletters from most of the missionaries to whom we send support? These can be
viewed on the bulletin board in the stairwell between the first and second floors. Please check them regularly. We will
no longer be copying them in the newsletter as they were difficult to read when reduced. Lots of news...

For example:

Bob and Melissa Hill (Globe Ministries) are getting close to opening the 3rd floor of Overtoun House to the women’s
shelter for which they have prepared so long. They recently received a sizeable fee for allowing the house to be used in
an upcoming Tom Hanks/Halle Berry movie which will allow them to finish the outside emergency stairs and fire sup-
pression system (the last hurdles to move in). Unfortunately they were in the States, when Tom and Halle stopped by.
The NPC sponsored room has been named “The Sanctuary” based upon the bird theme and Matthew 6:26.

Intervarsity Christian Fellowship with Bob Trube at OSU welcomed record numbers of grad students at an open house
this fall and that ICF is expanding at U. of Pittsburgh and Miami U to include grad students.

Campus Crusade for Christ is changing their name to CRU. Find out why in their recent newsletter. David and Terea
Williams are spending a year in Florida for special training.



Women’s Association

The next meeting will be November 14 at 10:00 a.m. in the Living Area. Margaret Stitt will lead the
study discussion. The topic is Every-Member Ministry, 2 Corinthians 3. Last month the group voted
to cover any costs of the directory that were not covered through donations. The church thanks them
for their generosity.

As an outreach to the community, the ladies will be providing coffee and cookies to voters on the 8th.
They are also participating in a craft bazaar at Our Lady of Guadalupe on Nov. 5th. Crafters with
items to donate to their table should contact Cindy Maxhimer.

. .
Simple Supoer and Prayer Stewardship Report
N w 10 Please help us to end the year strong.
mm ! You will be receiving your 2012 pledge cards and letter this
month.
6:30 m OCTOBER INCOME:
EXPENSES:
| Mission Spending 3rd Quarter:

at me Helln s Campus Crusade for Christ: David Williams—Akron $§ 625.00
The Seed Company: Galen Johnson - Africa $ 625.00
M . Globe Ministries: Bob & Melissa Hill- Scotland $1,625.00
smn up In Nm Gospel for Asia: S.Lakara and B. Munda -India  $§ 375.00
Intervarsity Christian Fellowship: B. Trube - OSU  § 625.00
Interlink Ministries: Mary Williams—Cleveland $ 500.00

=CI ip and carry wiSuggestedlLisé of Items
I Groceries Needed [t Puer

o " Canned Soups
I The Women’s Association contin-  (Crackers Jelly

: I ues to collect Food and other Canned Pastas
Church Christmas | products (soap, toiletries) for the e, Bags

| Macedonia Emergency Relief (Canned Fruits

Decorati ng : Center. There is a container inthe  Canned Meats (chicken, tuna)
narthex where church families Hot Chocolate mix
November 26’ 2011 : can drop off their donations on  (anned Vegetables
9:00 a.m | Sundays or any other day they are Dinty-Moore Stews
: B : in the building. We will continue  Gelatin or Pudding
Come begin the holiday cele- to collf:ct them as long as they  Spaghetti Sauce
blr’]atiorr: 1:by ﬁlressing up the | are being donated. Boxed foods that don’t require
church for the season. We THANK YOU! added meat
hang the wreaths and swags, Dried Pasta (any kind)

decorate the trees, put out the Macaroni and Cheese

AWi se Meno and Cereals, Grits, Oatmeal Pancake
l't6s a fun tin Mix, Syrup

Carols playing in the back- Instant Breakfast mixes
ground. I f y o Boxed Pasta or Potato Dishes
us before, you Washing/Cleaning Supplies

Kids can help too! Toiletry Items

Toilet Paper




From the Music Director

HYMN-LIKE PRAYER

Even though I was not able to attend the 'Growing a
Praying Congregation' session in early October, I was
very inspired by the testimonies I heard from Tim
Maholm, Chris Louis and Michelle Williamson the
following Sunday. It triggered a memory from a
while back, when my son David came home one day
from Sunday School and brought this little prayer
guide into the house (amazing it didn't end up on the
minivan floor!). It had the following text printed on
it:

The acronym PRAY:

P stands for Praise (Hallowed be Thy name)

R stands for Repent (Forgive us our Debts)

A stands for Ask (Give us this day our daily bread)
Y stands for Yield (Thy will be done)

It stopped me in my tracks and I realized that this is
the order in which I should pray. Very often, I find
myself focusing strongly on the letter "A" and in my
actions following my prayer never really reach the
letter "Y".

One comment made during our worship testimonies
stated that prayer does not have to be complex or in-
tellectual, and that we can use bible verses as a prayer

me the following prayer, based on hymn texts and the
acronym PRAY:

Heavenly Father,

You are crowned with many crowns

1 praise You, Lord, from Whom all blessings flow
This is a new day You've made

Let me rejoice and be glad in it

Even though our world constantly changes

You remain the same, Your compassions never fail
Every morning new mercies I see

Lord, forgive my sins and remember no more
Thank You Father, for giving us Your Son

Who became sin for us

So we can stand forgiven at the cross

Lord, help me today to listen to You
because You are more than able

To provide for me

Help me to seek Your kingdom first
Above all else

Father, grant that what I pray today
I may believe in my heart

And what I believe in my heart

1 may show forth in my life

guide. This is a wonderful idea and being a church  To Your glory. ~ Amen
music director, I would also encourage you to find
inspiration from the hymn texts we sing every Sun-
day. Many of them are in fact 'sung prayers' and most

of them even end with an "Amen". Please pray with

November

Zeger Verhage

See other prayer methods and suggestions on the
bulletin board in the stairwell!

Church Directory News

The new photo directory is available from the office or on Sun-

Ben Langford 1-Nov day mornings. Stop by to pick one up soon.

Paul Jackson 1-Nov Unfortunately, one family was accidentally left out. Please cut
Susan Russo 2-Nov and paste the Harbers (picture below) into your copy.

Zeger Verhage 3-Nov. Thank you to the Women’s Association and church members
Julie Forsythe 5-Nov for donations to help cover the cost of color printing. We sent copies to
Earl Foote 5-Nov our members who are home or facility bound.

Roxann Holmes 10-Nov If you would like a digital copy of your or your family’s pic-
Linda Reinke 10-Nov ture, please email the church and one will be attached and sent back to
Randall Reinke 10-Nov you. (npc7755@roadrunner.com)

Myrtle Mural 13-Nov o

Dave Cavanaugh 13-Nov

lan Fox 13-Nov

Ron Fenn 16-Nov

Deborah Watters 19-Nov

Olivia Galambos 21-Nov

Bill Forsythe 25-Nov

Jeanne Muncie 26-Nov

Jack Stitt 27-Nov Scott and Stacy Harber

Jo Ellen Burt 30-Nov

Zachary and Casey



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5
9:45 DC Chape 8: 00 am| Mend
East Stairwell R Study
6:30 pm Cub S¢ structiehat en-
7pm Choir 7pm Christian d trance closed
7pm Evening Bi 7pm VBC Bible| Group
Study 8pm AA
6 COMMUNIQ7 8 9 10 11 12
9am Sunday Sc 6: 30 am
10:15 am Worsk Study Scouts Raking
12:30 am VBC \| 6:30 pm VBC C 9:45 DC Chape| 7pm Simple Suf
7pm Boy Scouts 6:30pm Cub S(Pr ayer
7pm Evening Bi 7pm Choir
Study 7pm VBC Bible|8pm AA
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
9am Sunday Sc[1 0 am W 8: 00 am| Ment
10:15 am Worsk 9:45 DC Chape OCC Shoeboxey Study
12:30 am VBC \| 730 pm Deacon| 7pm Day Care E 7pm Building an
6:30 pm Cub Sd Grounds 4:00 pm COMMUNITY
6:30 pm VBC CI 7pm Evening Bif 7pm Choir THANKSGIVING MEAL
7pm Boy Scouts Study 7pm VBC Bible|8pm AA
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
9am Sunday Sc 6: 30 am 9am Church Decorating
10:15 am Worsl 7pm Session Study Thanksgiving for Holidays
Shoe Box Dedig
12:30 am VBC \| 6:30 pm VBC C 6:30 pm Cub Sc
7pm Boy Scouts 7pm Choir
7pm VBC Bible| 8pm AA
27 1st Sun. of A 28 29 30

9am Sunday Sc
10:15 am Worsk
12:30 am VBC\

6:30 pm VBC C
7pm Boy Scouts
Parents

7pm Evening Bi
Study

6:30 pm Cub Sc
7pm Choir
7pm VBC Bible




POINSETTIA
ORDERS BEING
ACCEPTED

If you would like to order poinsettias
for the sanctuary for Advent Ser-
vices, the forms are available in the
Sunday bulletin beginning Nov. 5th
and on the website.

Please turn them in with payment by
November 20th.

Northfield Presbyterian Church
7755 S. Boyden Rd.
Northfield, Ohio 44067

3304674137
www.northfieldpreschurch.com
Email: npc7755@roadrunner.com
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Dont Forget 7o
Pack Your
ShgS Baes ror
Chrifﬁnas chitd!

NPC will once again be participating in Operation Christmas Child.
All instructions are in brochures in the narthex.
We will dedicate the shoe boxes at the Sunday, Nov. 20th service.

Thank you for helping us have a successful drive!

Shoe boxes will be collected the week of
November 13-18.




