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The Good News 

 

October 2011 

 

Dear Friends and Church Family, 

 

 I have recently begun a program at Ashland 

Seminary.  The focus is on keeping pastors healthy 

spiritually, mentally, emotionally, and hopefully physi-

cally as well.  Since I havenôt done anything major for 

Continuing Education in several years, when I received 

a letter and materials from the school indicating that 

Rick Gillespie-Mobley had recommended me for the 

program, I read the information, consulted with the Ses-

sion, applied for admission and began the program with 

orientation on September 12th.  The program involves 

four retreats over 13 months.  The first retreat was Sep-

tember 13-15 and focused on personal self-

understanding and discovery. 

As in any program like this one there were 

some surprises and some new things that became appar-

ent.  For instance, Iôve always thought of myself as a 

fairly relaxed and easy-going person.  Letôs just say I 

learned that Iôm not as stress free as I first believed.  So, 

over the next few months I will be working on some of 

those stress factors in my life.  The still small voice of 

the Lord has already told me that I canôt get rid of the 

dog! 

 Looking over my calendar and trying to fit in a 

couple of important activities I realized, too, that, just 

like you, there are a lot of things going on in my life.  

The question isnôt whether there are too many, but 

rather whether they are good, worthwhile things to do.  

If I start feeling stressed about them, then I need to 

weigh their value and decide which ones to keep.  I will 

also need to learn to use that powerful little word ñNo,ò 

a little more often.  The quality of our lives is in part 

built on the value of those things that occupy our time. 

Why have I written all this?  Because when we 

find ourselves caught up in all the busyness and rat race 

and find ourselves frustrated and running out of steam, 

there is not only a reason we are in this mess, but a way 

to resolve the problem in the future.  Hereôs the way 

out. 

First, ask yourself why you do all those things.  

What is the real reason for stuffing our calendar to 

overflowing?  Are we lonely?  Do we want to feel im-

portant?  Do we operate out of guilt?   ñIf I am really a 

Christian, then I need to be helping and doing all these 

wonderful good deeds.ò  Wrong!   The Lord didnôt cre-

ate you to be His answer for everything.  And besides 

all that, if you are lonely, turn to the Lord and spend 

some time with Him, read His love letter to you and let 

Him give you a huge hug. 

Second, get back to a very simple solution 

found in Genesis 2:2-3; itôs called Sabbath. 

By the seventh day God had finished the work 

he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from 

all his work.  And God blessed the seventh day and 

made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work 

of creating that he had done. 

God didnôt rest and set apart a day because He 

was tired.  He did it because we needed to rest.  It is a 

day meant to recalibrate our lives, to restore balance 

and to be refreshed and renewed in body, mind, and 

spirit.  Try it, not just on the Lordôs Day, but throughout 

the week as needed. 

Youôll find that it is great for stress release, de-

termining your priorities, spending quality time with the 

Lord and with those he wants you to care for. 

Just a little food for thought as we enter into a 

season when the creation is doing the same thing.  

  

In His Grip, 

 

 Art Helin  



  Sunday School News 

CHURCH WORK DAY  

OCTOBER 15 

9:00 AM 
 

BRING YOUR YARD TOOLS AND ENTHUSIASM!  

Many hands make the work light! 
 

Buildings and Grounds has been busy working on our front walk and our landscaping needs.  They will be adding 

roof heating elements to alleviate our ice jam problems.  While we will be grading the land, some of the major plant-

ings may wait until next spring.  Please bear with us as we go through this transition.  Funding is possible through the 

Capital Improvements Fund and the Memorial Fund.   Also, thank you to Keith Miller for his tireless  dedication to 

finding all the gremlins in the sound system, changing out speakers, cleaning connectors, finding the right size ampli-

fier to purchase and re-connecting the sound system to the nursery for our Sunday volunteers.   As long as no one 

switches the plugs we should be good!  The Memorial Fund again covered these costs. 

COMMUNITY NEWS  
In an effort to lower costs, Northfield Center Township will 

not be mailing leaf collection schedules to residents who 

live on dedicated roads.  

 

For those on Olde Eight Road and west:  
Round 1: Oct. 17 through Oct. 22;  

Round 2: Oct. 26 through Nov. 14; and  

Round 3: Dec. 1 through Dec. 12.  

 

For those east of Olde Eight Road:  
Round 1: Oct. 19 through 31  

Round 2: Nov. 7 through 29  

Round 3: Dec. 5 through 15  

   

Leaf Collection schedules also can be found on the North-

field Center voice mail system - 330.467.7646 ; the Park 

Sign at S.R. 82 & Olde Eight Road; Cable Station 16; the 

NCT web site: www.northfieldcenter.com; Twitter, Face-

book, and the News Leader.  Hard copies are available at 

the Nordonia Hills Library and the Town Hall.  

Sunday School has returned to new studies this fall and there is still time to get involved. 

 

The younger elementary students are studying selected stories about wisdom and friendships in the Bible.  They will be 

working on learning the books of the Bible, how to find a passage quickly and are making a friendship quilt.  Ellen Miller 

and Jan Helin are the teachers. 

 

The older elementary students are working through the  book ñStick - Glue Yourself to Godly Friendsò by Kevin Johnson.  

Their teachers are Sue Russo and Sharon Oliver 

 

The Teens are studying ñDonôt Check Your Brain at the Doorò by Josh McDowell.  Debbie Brooks and Cassie Jackson are 

once again leading our teen group.  They and some of the older elementary students and parents have also been working at 

the Cleveland Food Bank on occasion. 

 

Keith Miller is leading the adults through a one year survey of the Bible to give an overview of the scriptures and look at the 

connections between the Old and New Testaments.  

http://www.northfieldcenter.com


 

Womenôs Association News 

Last month Cindy Maxhimer was elected as the new moderator for the association.  Congratulations Cindy. 

The next meeting will be Monday, October 10th at 10:00 a.m. in the Living Area.  The topic from our study book will be  

Always Yes in Christ from 2 Corinthians 1:12-2:17.  Shirley Nowak will lead this monthôs discussion. 

A business meeting will follow. 

 

We invite all women who attend NPC to join us at the meeting.    More study books are available! 

October Birthdays  

 Rachel Boyle 14-Oct 

Chris Fenn 15-Oct 

Troy Fox 15-Oct 

Earl Kane 24-Oct 

Kevin Holmes 24-Oct 

Ron Emch 25-Oct 

Andy Anderson 27-Oct 

Edmond Mordas 27-Oct 

Donna Marion 29-Oct 

PANTRY ITEMS  
CONTINUE TO BE  

COLLECTED 
 

 The Womenôs Association will continue to collect 

food items for the Macedonia Emergency Center.  They need 

dry, boxed nonperishable food items such as: Spaghetti noo-

dles and all other types of pasta either in a box or bags as well 

as rice, instant potatoes, cereal, hamburger or tuna helper, 

crackers jellies and Jams.  

 There is a container in the narthex where  church 

families can drop off their donations on Sundays or any other 

day they are in the building.  We will continue to collect them 

as  long as they are  being donated. 

     Thank You! 

Christian Career Group  
 

 Meeting the first Thursday of every month, 

this is a Christian career networking group to as-

sist people that are under and UN-employed, teens 

that are beginning their careers, and college students 

and graduates.   

 In addition, another focus is to help people 

develop career paths, networking, interviewing, re-

sume development, open discussions about job is-

sues, and provide support to each other in our careers 

and job searches.   

 We are looking for volunteers to assist in 

meeting planning, mentoring, interview practicing, 

career advice etc...   Please bring a current copy of 

your resumé (can be a rough draft), questions, and 

ideas!  Contact T im or Patt i  Maholm 

at  ccg_npc @yahoo.com  with questions. 



 

CUB SCOUT NEWS & REQUEST  
 

Cub Scout Pack 261 would like to take this opportunity to thank 

Northfield Presbyterian Church for your hospitality through the 

years!  Your generosity in sharing your space has been a big help, 

especially when the school became unavailable for meetings for our 

boys.  For those of you who do not know we meet on Wednesdays in 

some of the classrooms and one Wednesday we fill the fellowship 

hall with the full pack meeting.  The boys work on developing char-

acter, respect and skills for their lives in accord with the Boy Scout 

program for younger boys.   

 

We are seeking a person to be liaison with our Pack.  Do you 

have fond memories of your own Scouting experience?  We would 

like to have a representative from the congregation to be a member 

of our Committee and act as a bridge between the church and the 

pack.  The committee meets approximately once per quarter.  Please 

contact Linda Bloom, Committee Chair at 216 312-3375 or 

mbloom@windstream.net with any questions or to volunteer.  Once 

again thank you for your generosity to our group. 

Music Notes  

Baby Congratulations  

Rachel and Ryan Boyle welcomed 

baby Alison Ryan on  September 

14th.  They are living in San Diego.  

Grandma Debbie Langford made it in 

time for the birth.  Uncles Josh and 

Ben canôt wait to meet her. 

Baptism  

Photo: Debbie Langford 

Photo: Cory Louis 

On September 25th we wel-

comed Brooklyn Anne Scott, 

daughter or Travis and Jenni-

fer to the Christian family 

through baptism.   She was a 

trooper.  Not a tear! A full 

complement of  Russo and 

Scott relatives swelled our 

ranks that morning. 

 New photo directories should be at the 

church early next week and ready to distribute on 

Sunday, October 9th.  There will be a table for dis-

tribution in the Narthex.  Donations to cover the cost 

of printing will be accepted. 

 

 Letôs take a moment to send out some BIG 

THANKS  to those who made the directory possi-

ble: 

Photographers:  Cory Louis with family support of 

Kirk and Chris.  The few he missed:  Ellen Miller 

and Art Helin  

Text/publishing:  Ellen Miller    

Proofreaders:  Art Helin and Sherry Pomeroy 

Organizational Set Up and Distribution:  Cindy 

Maxhimer and Cindy Gallagher 

Photo Directories  

on the way!  

Time flies when you're having fun 

and I still remember breaking a 

piano string on the first note I 

played in worship at NPC at 7:54 

a.m. on Sunday October 3, 2010.   

 

Our gracious Father has truly 

blessed me and my family with a warm and loving 

congregation so soon after our arrival in the Cleve-

land area. 

 

Let me take this time to thank all those who have 

participated in choir, ringing praises chimes choir, 

guitar hero Tom Hall and organist Debbie Langford, 

all instrumentalists and guest musicians, and above 

all, our fabulous staff putting up with me.  We have 

been blessed with many gifts and have a lot to be 

thankful for! 

 

   Zeger Verhage 

mailto:mbloom@windstream.net


 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

8:30 am Upbuilding 

weekend Leaders 

5:30 pm Upbuilding 

Weekend and Dinner 

2 COMMUNION 

9am Sunday School 

10:15 am Worship 

Combined with VBC 

12:30 VBC Worship 

3 

 

 

6:30 pm VBC Choir 

7pm Boy Scouts 

4 

 

 

 

7pm Tues. Evening 

Bible Study 

5 

9:45 DC Chapel Time 

 

6:30pm Cub Scouts 

7pm VBC Bible Study 

7 pm Choir 

6 

 

7pm Christian Career 

Group 

 

8pm AA 

7 8 

8am Menõs Bible St. 

9 

9am Sunday School 

10:15 am Worship 

12:30 VBC Worship & 

Installation Service 

10 

10 am Womenõs Assoc. 

 

7:30 pm Deacons 

 

7pm Boy Scouts 

11 

 

 

 

7pm Tues. Evening 

Bible Study 

12 

6:30 am Menõs Bible St. 

9:45 DC Chapel Time 

 

6:30pm Cub Scouts 

7pm VBC Bible Study 

13 

 

6:30 pm Simple Supper 

and Prayer 

 

8pm AA 

14 15 

8am Session Prayer 

9 am WORK DAY 

16 

9am Sunday School 

10:15 am Worship 

12:30 VBC Worship  

17 

 

7pm Session 

 

7pm Boy Scouts 

18 

 

7pm Day Care Board 

 

7pm Tues. Evening 

Bible Study 

19 

9:45 DC Chapel Time 

 

6:30pm Cub Scouts 

7pm VBC Bible Study 

7 pm Choir 

20 

 

7pm Building and 

Grounds 

 

8pm AA 

21 22 

8am Menõs Bible St. 

23 

9am Sunday School 

10:15 am Worship 

12:30 VBC Worship  

24 

 

 

 

7pm Boy Scouts 

25 

 

 

 

7pm Tues. Evening 

Bible Study 

26 

6:30 am Menõs Bible St. 

9:45 DC Chapel Time 

 

6:30pm Cub Scouts 

7pm VBC Bible Study 

27 

 

 

 

 

8pm AA 

28 

 

5:30 pm Community 

Meal 

29 

30 

9am Sunday School 

10:15 am Worship 

12:30 VBC Worship  

31 

 

 

 

7pm Boy Scouts 

     

OCTOBER 2011 



Northfield Presbyterian Church 
7755 S. Boyden Rd. 
Northfield, Ohio  44067 

330-467-4137 
www.northfieldpreschurch.com 
Email: npc7755@roadrunner.com 

Stewardship  

 Am I getting older or is time going faster? Probably both.  It is hard to believe that three quarters of 2011 are in 

the history books and the final quarter is upon us. 

 Thanks to the faithfulness of NPC members and friends we are close to hitting our financial targets. Bringing 

gifts and pledges up to date will be needed to put us over the top.  This has been an exciting year for the Church and we 

look forward to an even more robust 2012. 

 No doubt this has been a financially turbulent year for many of us.  And the next few months promise more of the 

same.  It is a natural reaction to want to ñcircle the wagonsò and see what tomorrow brings before we make a financial 

commitment.  I checked the Bible and cannot find a passage that says ñ If the market is up, send in a checkò or ñ If you 

get a raise, be faithful to the Church.ò  Rather in Malachi 3:10  (NIV) it says: ñBring the whole tithe into the storehouse, 

that there may be food in my house.  Test me in this, ñ says the Lord Almighty, ñ and see if I will not throw open the 

floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have enough room for it.ò  I believe and I know you 

do too. 

 On behalf of the Stewardship Committee, thank you, 

 Jack H. Stitt September  INCOME:      $  14,917 

  EXPENSES:    $  16,968 

Year-to-date INCOME $145,098

  EXPENSES $153,362

  


